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V Business and Water: A Key Strategic
Challenge

Importance of water in businesses & water related problems

V Water Footprint

Water footprint of products and businesses

V From Concept to Practice

Impact assessment, reduction and offsetting

V CarbonWater Footprint

Similarities and differences

V The Way Forward

Water footprint network: vision and mission
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Business & Water

Importance of Water for Businesses

V Water has becoming scarce

V Companies which consider water as a key
strategic challenge will benefit Iin the future .

V Companies which continue to ignore this
challenge put themselves at a risk

V Businesses need to bring new type of thinking
to using the most essential ingredient of life:
water



Business & Water

Water Related Risks for Businesses

V Physical Risks
V Reputational Risks

V Regulatory Risks

[Ceres, 2009]



Business & Water

Water Related Problems for
Businesses

V Companies have to understand their water
related problems and risks

V Water scarcity directly impacts business
activities, raw material supply, intermediate
supply chain and product use in a variety of
ways

VBusi nesseso traditional W
estimates often fail to address water
problems and risks embedded in the
supply chain

[Ceres, 2009]



Business & Water
How to sustain business?

Measure the companyds water

Assess physical, regulatory and reputational risks
associated with companies water footprint.

Engage key stakeholders as a part of water risk
assessment, long term planning and implementation
activities.

Disclose and communicate water performance and
associated risks.
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[Ceres, 2009]
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.? Water Footprint

o What is Water Footprint?

The water footprint of an individual, community or
business is defined as the total volume of freshwater
that is used to produce the goods and services
consumed by the individual or community or produced
by the business.

when and where the water was used:
a water footprint includes a temporal and spatial
dimension .

type of water use:
green , blue, grey water footprint.



.? Water Footprint

o What is Water Footprint?

Green water footprint
volume of rainwater evaporated.

Blue water footprint
volume of surface or groundwater evaporated.

volume of polluted water.
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[Hoekstra & Chapagain, 2008]



[Hoekstra & Chapagain, 2008]






